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ABSTRACT

OJo] Elqi\:H The present study examines the mediating role of parenting style creativity in students’
academic achievement.

W/sgelekl For this study, a descriptive and structural equation modeling (SEM) system was used.
Population of the study includes 770 female students from 4-6 grades in Urmia during 2016-2017, among
whom 255 were chosen using stratified random sampling and Morgan's table for sample size. The date
were collected using Buri’s Parental Authority Questionnaire (PAQ), adjustment inventory for college
students (AICS) by Sinha and Sing, and Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking (TTCT). The data on
academic achievement was based on student scores.

Results of Pearson correlation showed a significant relationship between parenting style and
creativity, parenting style and academic achievement, and also parenting style and academic
Key words: adjustment. In addition, results of SEM showed the relationship between parenting style with
Parenting style, academic adjustment and achievement through the mediating role of creativity. This demonstrates
academic adjustment, fitness of the model.

creativity, academic It is concluded that parenting style can influence student creativity and improve their
achievement academic achievement as well as adjustment.

Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

t is indeed long established that social
growth in all aspects has as its basis a strong
educational infrastructure which fosters
inherent and natural talents in individuals.

One such challenge is creativity which manifests in
different aspects of human life (Sohi, 2017). In fact,
creativity is the backbone of many human activities
that drives him towards success and survival.

2. Materials and Methods

An effective educational system
contributes to architecting future trends in
society, ranging from individual
characteristics to communal features of
each generation (Nazari et al., 2019).
Equipped with professional and committed
human capital, the educational system
encourages creativity in learners at all
levels. It needs to be comprehensive,
sustainable, and perfect while permanently
striving for removing unexpected and
emerging challenges (Serdyukov, 2017).
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This is an applied study that uses correlational-
descriptive model for data collection. SEM is also
used for studying the variables. Parenting style is the
independent variable, creativity is the mediator,
academic achievement and adjustment are
dependent variables.

Population, sampling and sample size. The
population of the study includes 770 female students
from grades 4 to 6 studying in Urmia in the academic
year of 2016-2017. A total number of 255 subject
from selected by stratified random sampling and
Morgan’s table for sample size.
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Three questionnaires were used as tools of the study:
Buri’s Parental Authority Questionnaire (1991). PAQ is a
30-itme questionnaire that scores four major parenting
styles.

Adjustment inventory for college students. This
questionnaire was developed by Sinha and Sing (1993)
that includes 17 items to measure poor or strong academic
adjustment ability among students who respond with Yes
or No.

Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking (1979). It measure
creativity and includes 60 items composed of four scales:
fluency, originality, flexibility, and elaboration.
Academic achievement. Students’ scores were used in
this paper to measure their academic achievement.

3. Results

Coefficients of correlation showed a significant
relationship between parenting styles with creativity,
academic adjustment and achievement at 0.05. There
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was a direct, positive and significant relationship
between authoritative parenting style with creativity,
academic adjustment and achievement. However,
authoritarian, permissive and neglectful parenting styles
showed a negative and reverse relationship with
creativity, academic adjustment and achievement.

The results demonstrated that all assumptions are
confirmed. The direct effect of parenting style on
creativity, except for authoritarian style, is negative and
significant. Direct effect of creativity on academic
achievement and adjustment is positive and significant.
However, indirect effects of all parenting styles with
mediating role of creativity on academic achievement
and adjustment are confirmed. Parenting styles explain
39% of variance in creativity. Moreover, creativity
explains 45% and 28%, respectively, of variance in
academic achievement and adjustment. Goodness of fit
indexes of the model are given in Table 1.

Table 1. Goodness of fit indexes of the model

RMSEA CFl GFI

0.072 0.93 0.95

To test SEM by maximum structural probability, we
used measures suggested by Gefen et al. (2000)
including GFI and CFI, and AGFI, RNFI, RMSEA,
and X2/df. As can be seen in Tablel, Gefen et al.’s
measures are obtained in the study which reveals
goodness fit of the model.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Individual differences in terms of creativity,
adjustment with school environment, and academic
achievement have always been the focus of attention
for educators as well as cognitive-behavioral analysts.
In this regard, parenting style is a key determinant. The
present study examined the mediating role of
creativity in the relationship between parenting style
with academic achievement and adjustment.

Results showed that all the variables are correlated
with hidden variables. Structural relationship between
parenting style with academic achievement and
adjustment with the mediating role of creativity was
tested and revealed goodness fit of the model. This
demonstrates the significance of parenting style and
creativity in explaining academic achievement and
adjustment.

Similar to other descriptive-correlatinal studies, this
paper faces some limitations for data collection. Data
were collected from self-reporting questionnaires by
subjects, it is probable that subject refrain from telling
the truth and provide biased and self-censored reports.
Moreover, this is a cross-sectional analysis and it is not
possible to examine causal relations between the
variables. This study was conducted on students from

grades 4-6; similar studies can be performed on other
age groups to see how creativity works across age. It
is suggested that workshops on parenting styles be
conducted for families as well as school administrators
to raise their awareness of the issue. Future studies can
also analyze mediating role of other variables such as
education, socioeconomic position, mental health and
intelligence of of parents, and peer effects in both
qualitative and quantitative ways.
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