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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to investigate the prevalence of attention deficit/hyperactivity
disorder in 12th grade students in the academic year of 2016-2017 in Ardabil city.

The current research method was descriptive-cross-sectional in the form of random cluster
sampling and the sample size included 443 people (237 boys and 206 girls). The data collection tool was
the Adult Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ASRS) self-report scale. Data were analyzed with
spss 22 and X2 test.

The results showed that the prevalence of mixed type of disorder was 75.6% in boys and
31.6% in girls, attention deficit type was 3.79% in boys and 4.39% in girls, and hyperactive-
Key words: impulsive type was 53.2% in boys and 91.91% in girls. It was 2 percent. Also, data analysis showed
Attention that there is no significant relationship between the prevalence of mixed type, hyperactive-impulsive
and inattention with parents' education, birth order and economic status in both genders (P<0.05).

deficit/hyperactivity
disorder; prevalence; According to these results, it seems that early identification of these people and their referral
Avrdabil to clinical specialists can prevent the severity of symptoms.

Extended Abstract

symptoms remain (Prelud, Lowe, and Kleinhans,
2010). Finding the roots and etiology of attention
deficit/hyperactivity disorder is difficult because
various factors are involved in it (Daley, 2006).
Although there is a lot of research on attention-

1. Introduction

ttention deficit is the most serious problem
of adults suffering from attention
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (Moradi,

Khabazkhoob, Agah, Javaherforoshzadeh,
Rezvan, Haeri Kermani et al., 2018).
Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
can have harmful consequences in
academic and personal social life. As a
result, this disorder makes people
vulnerable to irritability, mood swings and
lack of self-confidence. Also, they do not
make much progress in their studies, and it
seems that hyperactivity symptoms
decrease with age, but attention deficit
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deficit/hyperactivity disorder, its prevalence among
adolescents and adults is still not precisely known
(Braham Butt, Halty, Hah, & Hahn, Ancaster, &
Schiewiters, 2016). Therefore, there is no general
agreement about the prevalence of attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder at the global level, and
the research conducted in the field of adolescents is
very limited. In addition, people who suffer from this
disorder, if they are not identified and treated in time,
they may face problems in old age, so it seems that
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considering the importance of this issue, the purpose
of this study is to investigate the prevalence of
attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder and related
demographic factors. with it in the 12th grade students
of Ardabil schools in the academic year 2016-2017.

2. Materials and Methods

The current research was descriptive-cross-sectional.
The statistical population of the research included
1864 students of the 12th grade of schools in the
academic year of 2016-1397 in Ardabil city, from
which 443 (237 boys and 206 girls) were selected. The
following tools were used to collect data:

Adult Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity —Disorder
(ASRS) self-report scale: This scale was created in
2003 by the World Health Organization and includes
18 items. The internal reliability coefficient of this
scale is in the range of 0.63 to 0.72 and its reliability
is obtained by the retest method (Pearson correlation)
in the range of 0.58 to 0.77.

The implementation method was that after visiting the
schools and selecting the samples, questionnaires with
demographic information (level of education, gender,
age, order of birth, education of parents, number of
family members and economic status of the family) in
groups and individually A report was prepared and
finally spss 22 software was used for data analysis.
Descriptive statistics were used to observe the
frequencies and X2 test was used for the prevalence
difference between the two sexes and related
demographic factors.

Journal of

School Psychology and Institutions

3. Results

The Results showed that the mixed type of attention
deficit/hyperactivity disorder in the studied population
was 53.6%, the prevalence of which was higher in
boys (6.75) than girls (6.53) and the results of the X2
test showed a significant difference between the
prevalence of the type Attention deficit (X=0.086,
P<0.2769) and hyperactive-impulsive type (X=0.057,
P<0.2812) did not exist in both sexes. Also, the results
of this test showed that between the type of attention
deficit with father's education (P<0.2595, X=2.784)
and mother (P<X20.591, 3.713), between the
prevalence of the mixed type of attention
deficit/hyperactivity disorder with father's education (
728/3= X2292/0) and mother (2/270= X2686/0)
relation between hyperactive-impulsive type with
education of father (8/735= P<0/2068) and mother
(P<0.2956, X=1.076) there is no significant
relationship either

In addition, the highest frequency of all three types is
related to the first children and the lowest frequency is
related to the fourth and older children. The results of
the X2 test showed that there is a relationship between
the prevalence of attention deficit/hyperactivity
disorder of the mixed type, hyperactive-impulsive
type, and the order of birth. There is no meaning.
According to Table 4, the highest frequency of attention
deficit/hyperactivity disorder of the mixed type is in the
middle economic class, but the results of the X2 test
showed that there is a difference between the prevalence
of the mixed type and the economic class (P<0.2603,
X=1.856) and between the type of attention deficit and
the economic status ( 949 = 1.2583, P < 0.2583) and
hyperactive-impulsive type has no relationship with
economic status (P < 0.2214, X = 4.472)

Table 1. Prevalence of attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder with economic status

I The economic situation

good (prosperous) medium weak
P X2 % N % N % N
total abundance 24.1 106 61.2 298 8.5 38
Compound type 0.603 1.856 0.9 4 4.96 22 0.67 3
Type of attention deficit 0.853 1.949 0.45 2 3.16 14 0. 45 2
Impulsive type 0.214 4.472 45 2 1.6 7 0.67 3

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The results of the present study showed that there is no
significant difference in the prevalence of all three
types of attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder among
boys and girls, as well as the order of birth and parents'
education. In explaining these findings, it can be said
that attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder is a mental
illness that is affected by various factors, and some
societies may implement special educational
principles for each gender, which will definitely affect
the type of disorder (Ganji and Ganji, 2014). In
addition, it can be stated that attention

deficit/hyperactivity disorder is among the disorders
that are affected by many neuro-cognitive and
biological factors. So this disorder has a biological
basis. Anyone who has the biological background for
it may be affected by it, although whether the first or
last child is afflicted with this disorder does not have
much to do with birth order (Kaplan and Sadok, 2015).
On the other hand, in the explanatory discussion of the
obtained results, it can be seen that most of the parents
of these people are suffering from attention
deficit/hyperactivity disorder or another mental
disorder, that is, this disorder runs in families.

Bayat, M. et al. (2023). Evaluation of the prevalence of attention deficit / hyperactivity disorder.... Journal of Psycho Instn, 12(2):33-44.
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These cases show that attention deficit/hyperactivity
disorder is a mental illness. It is mostly an inheritance
that can affect any person from any stratum of society
with any level of education and has little relation with
the level of education of the parents (Ganji and Ganji,
2014).

5. Ethical Considerations

Compliance with ethical guidelines

All ethical principles are considered in this article. The
participants were informed about the purpose of the
research and its implementation steps. They were also
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