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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

he use of information and

communication  technology  has

revolutionized the ways people

communicate with each other. From

toddlers to retirees, people are never far

from technology (Kowalski, 2019).
However, the form of using this technology and the
purposes of using it are different depending on the age
of the intended people. For example, while elementary
school children often use tablets to watch videos or play
online games, teenagers are more drawn to smartphones
from where they can access social media to establish
and maintain relationships with their peers (Lenhart,
2015). Virtual networks, with their large number of
users and an almost endless source of potential victims,
create a new venue for criminal activities such as
cyberbullying (Rains et al., 2011). Today, students have
grown up with the Internet and, in turn, are very familiar
with the many opportunities to use this tool online.
Students are involved in online and online socialization
by using disruptive methods related to computer
communication such as email, chat, SMS and social
networks. Therefore, this study tries to answer the
question that students involved in social networks are
exposed to what virtual harassment? What are the
subjective and objective interpretations and reasons for
virtual harassment? What process has caused students
to use virtual networks?

*Corresponding Author:
Nader Razeghi

2. Materials and Methods

Considering that the purpose of this research was to
analyze students' behavior in social networks,
qualitative method was chosen as the main methodology
and the theoretical method was chosen for data analysis.
The logic of sampling in qualitative field research is the
logic of purposeful sampling. The sampling process in
this research was such that after finding the first few
samples through social networks, the same samples
were obtained after interviews to obtain the samples of
the next stages and, in this order, chains of different
samples were obtained by introducing the samples of the
previous stages. Finally, a decision was made about the
number of samples using the theoretical saturation
criterion. The studied population of this research is 14
samples of male and female students of District 1 of
Rasht in the age range of 13 to 18 who use virtual social
networks.

3. Results

After reviewing and comparing the data obtained in the
open coding process, initial concepts were extracted
and, during axial coding, based on the similarities and
differences between the concepts, they were reduced to
eight categories, which can be shown as causal causes,
contextual conditions, agency and action, as well as
consequences and brandad. Table 1 shows the
categories created in the two stages of open coding and
axial coding.
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Table 1. Summary of coding effects of virtual social networks
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Item Components Number of codes Codes |
Eita, Shad, Bale, Rubika, Soroush, lack of trust, .
limitations and lack of update of Iranian networks el el ree
Because my family is illiterate, they just tell me to
1 Causal reasons learn whenever they see the phone in my hand. My
family has no supervision or control in my use of 13 Family supervision
cyber space. They don't know about my membership
in some of these networks.
Password for virtual networks. Privately, | do it
because | don't like them to see my photos and -
videos. Unfortunately, there are people who attack & U e AT
2 Contextual the private content posted on the page.
features 5to 6 hours on average. A quarter of the day. I spend
6to7 h_ours in cyberspace every dgy. 5to 6 hours a 40 Cases of virtual use
day during unemployment. It contributes a lot to my
life.
Since they have filtered the virtual space, | see more
3 Agency and action  of these issues. Plenty of VVPNSs are readily available 14 Pornography
NOW.
Nothing is in the natural world. Nothing is fun in this 9 Reduction of real
world. social relations
4 Outputs, outcomes | have two fake accounts. | chat a lot with girls | like 7 Fake identity
and results on my fake pages.
I was hacked twice in Rubika. Once on the Rubik's .
2 Virtual harassment

platform.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The results of the research show that the reduction of real
social relationships with people around is one of the
consequences of using virtual networks. This problem is
due to the empty nature of virtual space, which usually
reduces face-to-face relationships. These findings are
consistent with the results of Shahraki (2015), Nielson
(1993), and Norman Nye (2000), who believe that the use
of the Internet leads to immobility and avoids face-to-
face communication. These results confirm that the more
the use of virtual space increases, the less time people
spend with friends and family in real space. The findings
of the research show that the highest frequency of virtual
harassment is related to pornography and the use of
private photos and videos and threats to expose them. In
this direction, some facilitating issues are a suitable
platform for virtual harassment, including filtering. With
the filtering of external virtual space, a wide range of
filter breakers with easy access has been provided to
students. Applying absolute filtering without logical and
expert limits can cause users to circumvent the law and
break norms, such as the use of filter breakers by normal
users and the promotion of education on circumvention
methods among the general public of users and their
access to unethical sites (Bidarvand et al, 2021: 43). What

should be used in this context is to increase awareness in
the use of these networks and especially increase the
awareness of parents in monitoring the movements of
students in this space.
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